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2.2.4.2 Due to land access restrictions small parcels within the ESA could not be surveyed and 
therefore no ecological information is available. However, by using desk study data, aerial 
imagery, existing datasets and surveys from nearby land parcels, it is considered that an 
accurate assessment of the habitats present within the ESA was possible. 
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Phase 1 habitat Total area per habitat type 
(hectares) 

Percentage cover per habitat 
type (%) 

J4 Bare ground 5.1 0.3% 

J5 Hardstanding 86.7 4.2% 

Scotstown landfall zone  

3.1.2.4 The following broad habitat types dominate the Scotsown landfall zone. In the east, an 
intertidal area grades into open dune habitats, both mobile and vegetated, with occasional 
dune slack communities. Beyond the dunes, to the west, are improved and poor, semi-
improved fields and mature commercial coniferous plantation. Smaller habitat parcels 
include a small area of broadleaved woodland on the periphery of the commercial conifer 
plantation and a series of small ditches / field drains. The Annochie Burn runs north to south 
through the landfall zone, through the conifer plantation parcels. Beyond the conifer 
plantations and to the west of the A90 are large arable or improved pasture fields, with 
occasional shelter belts. 

Lunderton North landfall zone 

3.1.2.5 The following habitat types dominate the Lunderton North landfall zone. In the east, an 
intertidal area grades into open dune habitats, both mobile and vegetated. Beyond the 
dunes, to the west, is a large and mature commercial coniferous plantation with broadleaf 
riparian woodland either side of the Cuttie Burn watercourse. North and south of the conifer 
plantation are large arable fields. Minor habitats include a small pocket of semi-improved 
grassland and a series of small field drains / ditches around fields to east and west of the 
A90.  

Lunderton South landfall zone 

3.1.2.6 The following broad habitat types dominate the Lunderton South landfall zone. In the east, 
an intertidal area grades into open dune habitats, both mobile and vegetated. Beyond the 
dunes, to the west are large improved or arable fields and a semi-improved field to the west 
of the A90, with occasional tree lined edges along roads or hedgerows. Minor habitats 
include a small pocket of broadleaved woodland and a series of small field drains / ditches 
to east and west of the A90. There is a large contiguous area of broadleaf and riparian 
woodland (including ancient woodland) and open areas of marshy grassland and semi-
improved grassland (potentially groundwater dependent) along the River Ugie.  

Onshore export cable corridor zone A 

3.1.2.7 The onshore export cable corridor zone A is dominated by habitats associated with the 
intensive agricultural land management of the ESA. Arable crop land dominated, with 
smaller areas of improved grassland also recorded. Field boundaries are largely comprised 
of species-poor hawthorn hedgerows in various states of intactness. Occasional shelter 
belts and tree lined fields were also recorded.  

3.1.2.8 The main area of ecological diversity is the River Ugie and its associated riparian 
broadleaved wood and scrub, as discussed under the Lunderton South landfall zone. 
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(Salix sp.), elm (Ulmus sp.), alder (Alnus glutinosa), rowan (Sorbus aucuparia) and beech 
(Fagus sylvatica).  

Swamp, marginal and inundation 

Marginal vegetation  

3.1.2.16 One small strip of marginal vegetation was recorded along the bank top of the River Ugie. 
Other small strips were recorded along ditches in the north of the ESA. 

Open water  

Running water  

3.1.2.17 Ditches with water recorded throughout the ESA were recorded as running water.  

Boundaries  

Intact hedge native species-rich  

3.1.2.18 This habitat type was recorded twice along field boundaries in the northern ESA along field 
boundaries and was dominated by hawthorn, beech, elm, blackthorn (Prunus spinosa), 
elder (Sambucus nigra) and ash. Ground flora included common nettle (Urtica dioica) and 
cleavers (Galium aparine). These hedgerows were recorded with few gaps and measured 
approximately 1.5m high and 1m wide.  

Intact hedge native species-poor  

3.1.2.19 This habitat type was recorded throughout the ESA along field boundaries and was 
dominated hawthorn and blackthorn. These hedgerows were recorded with few gaps and 
measured approximately 1.5m high and 1-3m wide. Signs of management, such as recent 
flailing, was recorded frequently.  

Defunct hedge native species-rich  

3.1.2.20 This habitat type was recorded twice in the northern ESA along field boundaries and was 
dominated by hawthorn, elm, blackthorn and ash. These hedgerows were recorded with 
gaps and measured approximately 5m high and 5m wide.  

Defunct hedge native species-poor  

3.1.2.21 This habitat type was recorded throughout the ESA along field boundaries and was 
dominated by hawthorn and blackthorn. These hedgerows were recorded with gaps and 
measured on average approximately 1.5m high and 1-4m wide. Signs of management, such 
as recent flailing, and cattle poaching was recorded frequently.  

Wall 

3.1.2.22 Dry stone walls were recorded along field boundaries.  
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Plate 3.1 Mobile dune communities (Scotstown, 4 June 2024) 

  

Fixed dune communities:  

3.2.4.3 SD7 Ammophila eranaria-Festuca rubra semi-fixed dune community is the major vegetation 
type across the dune system. Marram is normally prominent in the vegetation but is less 
vigorous than in the more mobile foredunes. The smaller grasses, especially red fescue 
(Festuca rubra), are more abundant. Several mosaic communities comprise SD7 with SD8 
or ruderal vegetation.  

3.2.4.4 SD8a is the Festuca rubra-Galium verum community that consists of dune vegetation in 
which red fescue and a variety of other grasses, dicotyledons and mosses make up a 
generally closed short sward, and sometimes closely cropped to a short, tussocky turf. 
Several mosaic communities comprise SD8 with ruderal vegetation and MG7. 

3.2.4.5 The SD9a is part of the fixed dune vegetation communities which occurs mainly on large 
dune systems, with the width to allow this habitat to develop. It typically occurs inland of the 
zone dominated by marram grass (Ammophila arenaria) on coastal dunes and represents 
the vegetation that replaces marram as the dune stabilises and the organic content of the 
sand increase. The SD9a community is located in a strand between the mobile dune 
systems of SD5b, SD6a & SD6e and the more landward fixed SD8a dune system. Marram 
grass remains common overall, but it is no longer a constant feature of the vegetation (as 
with SD9a) and is only occasional. Red fescue is abundant, and is the typical dominant 
species in the sward. There is a golf course on the landward side of the dunes with MG7 
grassland. 
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Plate 3.2 Fixed dune communities with rich dune grassland (Scotstown, 4 June 
2024) 

  

Dune slack communities 

3.2.4.6 The SD17a Potentilla anserina-Carex nigra dune-slack community is recorded in small 
pockets within the dune system, comprising short, closed swards up to 10 centimetres in 
height, dominated by mixtures of grasses, sedges and rosette or mat-forming herbs. 
Especially distinctive is the combination of creeping bent and common sedge (Carex nigra) 
with silverweed (Potentilla anserina), each of these are sometimes present in abundance 
and the last particularly striking when dominating in a ground carpet. 

Plate 3.3 Dune slack communities (Scotstown, 4 June 2024) 

 

      

  





MarramWind Offshore Wind Farm December 2025 
Environmental Impact Assessment Report 
Volume 3, Appendix 23.2: Habitats and Vegetation Survey Report 

22 

3.3 Groundwater dependent terrestrial ecosystems 

3.3.1.1 Potential GWDTEs are illustrated in Figure 3. 

3.3.1.2 The rush pasture MG10a community is identified as being potentially moderately dependent 
on groundwater depending on their hydrogeological setting (SEPA, 2025). However, the 
distribution of MG10a communities were closely linked to poor drainage from unnamed field 
drains and are likely to be coincident with areas of surface water flooding. Therefore, the 
combination of poor permeable geology, inadequate drainage and land primarily used for 
cattle / livestock grazing would suggest that the area is unable to sustain GWDTEs. 

3.3.1.3 SD17 dune-slack communities are shallow depressions behind dunes that are flooded in 
the winter and damp in the summer. The damp conditions and nutrient-rich soil influence 
the composition of these communities.  
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Table 4.1 NVC communities and corresponding EUNIS, Annex 1, SBL, BAP habitats and GWDTE status 

Habitat 
type 

NVC 
Code 

NVC 
Community 

EUNIS Annex 
1 

SBL 
Priority 
habitat  

North East Scotland Biodiversity Partnership  GWDTE 
Status  

Broadleaf 
woodland 

- - - - Lowland 
Mixed 
Deciduous 
Woodland. 

Woodland n/a 

Marshy 
grassland 
/ rush 
pasture 

MG10a Holcus 
lanatus-
Juncus 
effusus rush-
pasture. 

E3.44 None Purple 
moor-
grass and 
rush 
pasture. 

Grassland Potential 

Tall herb 
fen 

S28 Phalaris 
arundincaea 
tall herb fen. 

C3.26 None  Lowland 
Fens. 

Wetlands n/a 

Fixed 
dunes 
and dune 
grassland 

SD6a 
 

Ammnophila 
arenaria 
mobile dune 
community, 
Elymus farctus 
sub-
community. 

B1.32 H2120 Coastal 
Sand 
Dunes. 

Marine and Coastal. n/a 

SD6e 
 

Ammophila 
arenaria 
mobile dune  
community, 
Festuca rubra 

n/a 
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Habitat 
type 

NVC 
Code 

NVC 
Community 

EUNIS Annex 
1 

SBL 
Priority 
habitat  

North East Scotland Biodiversity Partnership  GWDTE 
Status  

sub-
community. 

SD6x 
 
 

Ammophila 
arenaria 
mobile dune, 
Brachythecium 
albicans sub-
community. 

n/a 

SD7d  
 

Ammophila 
arenaria-
Festuca rubra 
semi-fixed 
dune: Tortula 
ruralis ssp. 
ruraliformis 
sub-
community. 

B1.41 n/a 

SD7x  
 

Ammophila 
arenaria-
Festuca rubra 
semi-fixed 
dune 
community, 
Hylocomum 
splendens 
sub-
community. 
 

n/a 
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Habitat 
type 

NVC 
Code 

NVC 
Community 

EUNIS Annex 
1 

SBL 
Priority 
habitat  

North East Scotland Biodiversity Partnership  GWDTE 
Status  

SD17  
 

Potentilla 
anserina-
Carex nigra 
dune-slack 
community. 

B1.84 H2190 Potential 

 



https://cieem.net/resource/competency-framework/
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Ref no. Grid reference Description Photos 

1 NK 11069 52584 Edge of shifting 
and fixed dune 
communities 
looking south 
from St Fergus.   

 

2 NK 11494 51645 Edge of fixed 
dune communities 
and cattle and 
sheep grazed 
fields looking 
north at 
Scotstown. 
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Ref no. Grid reference Description Photos 

3 NK 11055 51888 Newly planted 
trees in guards 
along field 
boundary at 
Scotstown. 

 

4 NK 10894 51838 No ditch is 
present here and 
has likely 
previously been 
filled in along field 
boundary at 
Scotstown. 
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Ref no. Grid reference Description Photos 

5 NK 10956 51566 Ditch is absent 
along field 
boundary at 
Scotstown 

 

6 NK 10574 52135 Cow field with 
abundant ragwort 
cover in field 
south of St 
Fergus 
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Ref no. Grid reference Description Photos 

7 NK 10596 51579 No pond is 
present here and 
appears to have 
previously been 
filled in (adjacent 
to Annochie Burn 
south of St 
Fergus) 

 

8 NK 11220 52195 Gravel track 
continues north 
but does not 
extend south near 
car park at 
Scotstown 
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Ref no. Grid reference Description Photos 

9 NK 10495 49613 Track between 
arable fields, no 
margins. To the 
south of the Cuttie 
Burn (west of the 
A90) 

 

10 NK 10450 49494 Hawthorn 
dominated 
hedgerow along 
field margin. 
North of 
Lunderton 
Cottage (west of 
the A90) 

 

11 NK 11410 49154 Plantation 
woodland. South 
of the Cuttie Burn 
conifer plantation 
at Lunderton 
South 
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Ref no. Grid reference Description Photos 

12 NK 11106 49126 Dry ditch. South 
west of the Cuttie 
Burn conifer 
plantation at 
Lunderton South 

 

13 NK 10569 49111 Drainage ditch 
along field 
margin, 
approximately 5m 
wide, mainly 
meadow sweet, 
cocks foot, reed 
canary grass. 
South of 
Lunderton 
Cottages and 
immediately west 
of the A90 

 

14 NK 10529 48692 Semi-improved 
margin at road 
verge, with cocks-
foot, yorkshire 
fog, false oat 
grass, ribwort 
plantain, meadow 
vetchling, 
common 
knapweed, ribwort 
plantain, bramble, 
ground elder, 
Dock, ragwort, 
hawkweed sp. Far 
western field 
extent at Mains of 
Inverugie, 
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Ref no. Grid reference Description Photos 

immediately east 
of A90. 

15 NK 10276 49077 Grassland 
bordering edge of 
arable fields 
dominated by 
perennial rye 
grass with dock, 
willowherb, 
scentless 
mayweed, white 
clover, mouse-
ear, chickweed, 
redshank, 
creeping 
buttercup, spear- 
thistle and oil 
seed rape. 

 

16 NK 10189 49089 Small area of 
standing water 
within field interior 
south of 
Lunderton 
Cottage 
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Ref no. Grid reference Description Photos 

17 NK 10114 49194 Watercourse 
absent here. Crop 
field recorded, 
within field interior 
south of 
Lunderton 
Cottage 

 

18 NK 08683 46908 Cow fields at 
Downie hills 
Farm, south west 
of Inverugie 
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Ref no. Grid reference Description Photos 

21 NK 07433 44241 Old broadleaf 
woodland with 
management 
evident includes 
mature beech 
trees and pockets 
of native pine 
woodland. 
Pockets of spruce 
plantation with 
marshy grassland 
and tree planting 
visible. Overall 
woodland 
appears managed 
with deer stalking 
posts and deer 
feeders, as well 
as old disused 
cage structures. 
East of the Burn 
of Faichfield at 
West Dens. 
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