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2.3.2.8 In light of the reduced scope of the Study Area and distance from the roost at Loch of 
Strathbeg, survey methods in 2023/24 did not incorporate vantage point/flight activity 
surveys, which formed a supplementary element to the wider scale coverage of the surveys 
in 2022/2023.  However, any flights were recorded during distribution surveys. Surveyors 
noted the time, flight height, species, flock size (estimated if necessary), direction of flight, 
and the direction and distance from observer. 

2.3.3 Incidental Records 

Waders 

2.3.3.1 Although not a key objective of the surveys, wading birds were also recorded where 
encountered. Waders were recorded using the same data collection parameters as for 
geese and swans, whether on land or in flight. 

2.3.4 Analysis 

2.3.4.1 For the distribution survey, the grid references of goose flocks (all species combined) were 
initially mapped into QGIS before being transferred into ArcGIS Pro software for further 
analysis. Data were then used, along with open-source background maps, to generate 
maps of goose abundance. The data were analysed to display trends through the survey 
period. 

2.3.4.2 Data were also analysed to determine the proportion of birds recorded in each field type.  

2.3.5 Limitations 

2.3.5.1 While surveys were planned for days with acceptable weather, actual conditions during 
surveys were not always optimal. The surveys on 4 October 2023 and 25 January 2024 
occurred during moderate rain. The survey on 1 November 2023 was hampered by heavy 
rain, and the survey on 24 January 2024 occurred during winds measuring 6 on the Beaufort 
scale. Wind speeds also peaked between 6 and 7 on the Beaufort scale during the surveys 
on 23 November 2023, 27 and 29 February and 21 - 22 March 2024. 

2.3.5.2 While this reduced the amount of data available for the baseline, it is still considered that 
the data set captured is fit for purpose. This set comprises 72 goose, swan and wader 
observations collected during 23 days of fieldwork over a seven-month period. Importantly, 
no key survey period or key locations were missed, and the results of the baseline survey 
provide the ability to suitably assess potential impacts.  
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Plate 3.1 Monthly total counts of geese in flight between September 2023 and March 
2024 

 

Table 3.2 Sum of geese recorded in flight during monthly surveys in 2023 / 2024  

Month / Year Pink-footed geese 

September 2023 320 (3) 

October 2023 2,115 (11) 

November 2023 1,723 (6) 

December 2023 0  

January 2024 15 (2) 

February 2024 703 (8) 

March 2024 600 (1) 

 
3.1.2.2 Only a single instance of direct disturbance triggering flock flight was noted. This related to 

loud noise from a vehicle approach. The disturbance event is summarised in Table 3.3.  

Table 3.3 Disturbance events  

Location Species Number Date / Time Disturbance event 

Southeast of 
Longhaven. 

Pink-footed goose. 850 04/10/2023, 
17:15 

Vehicle 
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