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4.3 Maps 

4.3.1 Offshore Consultation boundaries search area 
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4.3.2 Onshore Consultation boundaries (1:45,000 scale) 
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4.3.3 Potential offshore cable corridors and landfall zones 
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4.3.4 MarramWind in relation to other offshore wind farms 
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4.3.5 Onshore Consultation boundaries (1:20,000 scale) 
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4.3.6 Offshore Consultation boundaries with cable corridor 
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4.4 Questionnaire 
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4.5 Online Q&A presentation 
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4.6 Full analysis of feedback 

4.6.1 Offshore 

Question 1: In the context of addressing climate change, do you believe offshore wind 
farms are an important part of the solution?.  

19 respondents answered this question.  

68% of respondents broadly in favour (nine (47%) strongly agree and four (21%) somewhat agree). 

16% of (three) respondents selected somewhat disagree, but no respondents strongly disagreed.   

Three respondents (16%) were neutral. 

Plate 4.1 Statutory Consultation 1 - Q1 

 

 

Question 2: Please rank from 1 – 6 which of the following aspects of the offshore elements 
of MarramWind are of most interest to you. 

19 respondents answered this question. 

The cable corridors to landfall was of greatest interest to respondents. 

Similar levels of interest were identified in the wind farm site, the construction method / duration 
(19% each) and operational phase and lifespan and offshore platforms and substations (16% each).   

Respondents indicated decommissioning to be of least interest, with 7% of responses.  
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Table 4.1 Statutory Consultation 1 - Q2 

Rank Element Weighted percentage 

1 Cable corridor(s) to landfall(s) 24% 

2 Wind farm site 19% 

3 Construction methods and duration 19% 

4 Operational phase and lifespan 16% 

5 Offshore platforms and substations 16% 

6 Decommissioning 7% 

Percentages do not total 100% due to rounding. 

Question 3: Regarding the proposed offshore aspects of the project, please select your top 
3 from the following topics that are most important to you and provide any additional 
thoughts you would like MarramWind to consider below as we develop our proposals.   

19 respondents answered this question. 

Marine habitats was considered most important with 21% of the total number of selections.  

The second and third most important topics were environmental protection and marine wildlife, 
including birds, which received 16% and 13% of the selections respectively. 

Commercial fisheries received 11% of the total number of selections and shipping and navigation 
received 7%. 
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Plate 4.2 Statutory Consultation 1 - Q3 

 

 

 

Question 4: In relation to the proposed offshore infrastructure (such as the wind farm site, 
offshore platforms and offshore cable corridor), please use the box below to share with us 
anything you believe we should be considering in our assessments or project design”.  

Through analysis of the six free-text responses to this question, nine key themes emerged. 

The Applicant found that impacts on marine habitats were of most concern (two mentions), with calls 
to minimise disruption to marine wildlife and ensure positive long-term effects on local flora and 
fauna.  

Respondents also expressed concerns about the visual impact from key viewpoints (one mention) 
and requested efforts to leave the seascape better than before MarramWind (one mention).  

Other feedback included conducting pre- and post-installation surveys on local marine life, such as 
brown crabs and lobsters (one mention), and inquiries about the burial depth of the cable and the 
origin of construction materials (one mention). 

One comment requested information on the proposed construction partners for the project and 
enquired whether they would be local or outsourced (one mention). 
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Table 4.2 Statutory Consultation 1 - Q4 

Code Frequency 

Impacts from wind farm on marine habitats 2 

Impacts from wind farm on marine wildlife 1 

Impacts from wind farm on landscape/visual 1 

Recommendation for mitigation for EIA/HRA 1 

Concern about disruption from construction 1 

General comment about the operation (including length of time) 1 

Recommendation for benefits and opportunities 1 

Recommendation for enhancing seascape 1 

Request for information 1 
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4.6.2 Landfall 

Question 5: Landfall is the point at which the cables transferring power from an offshore 
wind farm reach the shore. Regarding the proposed landfall(s), please select your top 3 
from the following topics which are most important to you and provide any additional 
thoughts you would like MarramWind to consider below as we develop our proposals.   

Through analysis of the weighted percentages, the Applicant found that the top two most important 
topics were environmental protection and the construction method and installation, each receiving 
16% of the selections respectively.   

Furthermore, seascape, landscape and visual considerations ranked as the third most important 
element with 15% of the selections.   

One respondent selected “other” and explained that the “destruction of the countryside and massive 
inconvenience from the construction” were key concerns for them.  

Plate 4.3 Statutory Consultation 1 – Q5 
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3Question 6: Regarding the proposed landfall(s), please share with us anything you 
believe we should be considering in our assessments or project design.  

A total of nine respondents provided an answer to this question and the effects on marine habitats 
were noted by two of the comments, with calls to minimise disruption and improve environmental 
conditions, such as enhancing biodiversity and protecting local habitats.  

Additionally, the idea of shared cable corridors between developers was suggested to reduce the 
overall impact of construction (two mentions).  

There was a suggestion to mitigate disruption during construction by preparing for any future 
extensions at this stage (one mention), with recommendations to also use brownfield sites rather 
than disturbing countryside areas (one mention).  

One comment outlined frustration with the lack of a comprehensive project overview, mentioning the 
cumulative effects of multiple developers proposing infrastructure that could permanently alter the 
landscape (one mention).  

Respondents also recommended that substations be designed with sensitivity to their surroundings 
and kept as low-profile as possible (one mention).  

Table 4.3 Statutory Consultation 1 - Q6 

Code Frequency 

Impacts from wind farm on marine habitats 2 

Recommendation to share cable corridors with other projects 2 

Concern (general) to project 1 

Impacts on landscape 1 

Impacts on health 1 

Impacts from wind farm on landscape/visual 1 

Concern about future extensions/enlargement of MarramWind 1 

Concern about the impacts on the environment (general) 1 

Impacts on communities (including recreation) 1 

Recommendation for mitigation for substation site 1 

Concern about construction (general) 1 

Concern about disruption from construction 1 

Recommendation for enhancing habitats and biodiversity 1 

Dissatisfied with the information presented 1 

Concern about collaborative effects from projects 1 

Impacts from MarramWind on other projects 1 
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4.6.3 Onshore 

Question 7: Please rank from 1 – 6 which of the following aspects of the onshore elements 
of MarramWind Offshore Wind Farm are of most interest to you, 1 being of most interest 
and 6 being of lesser interest.   

Through analysis of the weighted percentages, the Applicant found that the element that was of most 
interest to respondents was the location of the project substation site, which received 26% of the 
selections.  

Furthermore, the topic that received the second-highest overall ranking was the onshore cable route 
corridor, which was indicated to be of significant interest by 21% of the respondents.   

The built form and design of the project substation received the third highest overall ranking with 
20% of the selections. Additionally, the method of construction and operational phase and lifespan 
received 15% and 13% of the selections, respectively. Decommissioning received the lowest overall 
ranking, with 5% of the selections.   

Plate 4.4 Statutory Consultation 1 - Q7 

Percentages do not total 100% due to rounding. 

Question 8: Please select your top 3 from the following topics which are most important to 
you and provide any additional thoughts you would like MarramWind to consider below as 
we develop our proposals.   
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Furthermore, environmental protection received the second-highest overall ranking with 12% of the 
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respectively.    
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Respondents who selected “other” for this question could also provide a free text response 
explaining why. Responses included noise during construction and operation, impact on house 
prices, and effect on habitats.  

Plate 4.5 Statutory Consultation 1 - Q8 

Percentages do not total 100% due to rounding. 
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Question 9: In relation to the proposed onshore infrastructure (such as onshore cable 
corridor and substation site options), please share with us anything you believe we should 
be considering in our assessments or project design. We have labelled the substation site 
options (A, B, C, D and E) in the consultation materials if you need to refer to a specific 
site in your response.  

Plate 4.6 Map showing substation site options 

 

 

Analysis of the 14 responses to this question revealed a strong preference for site D as the most 
suitable location for the substation, primarily due to its remoteness, screening, and minimal impact 
on the surrounding communities.  

A significant number of comments (10 mentions) emphasised that site D offers sufficient access 
while ensuring that the substation would be largely hidden from view by the surrounding landscape 
and trees. This location was also favoured for its ability to minimise disruption to local traffic and for 
the fact that it is situated far from residential areas, allowing it to remain largely out of sight from 
Longside, Peterhead, and other communities. 

Additionally, the feedback suggests a desire for the project to not only minimise disruption but also 
leave the area better than it was. For example, respondents advocated for ensuring that land 
disturbed by construction would be restored in a way that would provide positive effects on the local 
flora and fauna, potentially making the landscape significantly more biodiverse and ecologically 
healthy than before the project (one mention). 
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Concerns regarding potential environmental impacts were raised, with one respondent warning 
about the risk of damage to water courses and drinking water sources (one mention).  

There was also some commentary on the potential challenges that may arise with future expansions 
or extensions of the project. Respondents expressed a desire for the project to consider not only its 
current scope, but also the long-term impacts of any future developments (one mention).  

In contrast, site A received opposition, particularly due to its proximity to Longside village. One 
respondent voiced concerns that site A would have a negative visual effect on the village and its 
surroundings, which is especially important as the village is often referred to as "leafy Longside" due 
to its pleasant aesthetic. The feedback also included suggestions for better coordination among 
developers, with one respondent advocating for all companies involved to work together to bury 
cables in a single corridor, which would reduce the overall environmental footprint (one mention).  

Lastly, one comment expressed frustration with the consultation process and engagement efforts. It 
suggested that the project team could improve its communication, particularly with residents, and 
ensure that any information about the development is well-promoted and widely distributed).  

Table 4.4 Statutory Consultation 1 - Q9 

Code Frequency 

Support for substation site D 10 

Recommendation for enhancing habitats and biodiversity 2 

Impacts on flooding 1 

Impacts on water environments 1 

Impacts on health 1 

Impacts from wind farm on marine wildlife 1 

Impacts from wind farm on marine habitats 1 

Objection to substation site A 1 

Concern (general) to substation site A 1 

Impacts from substation A on communities 1 

Impacts from substation A on landscape 1 

Recommendation for benefits and opportunities 1 

Recommendation for enhancing landscape onshore 1 

Dissatisfied with engagement 1 
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4.6.4 Benefits and Opportunities 

Question 10: Regarding the proposed project as a whole, please rank from 1 – 5 the 
following opportunities you think MarramWind should focus on to make a positive 
difference, 1 being of most importance (top) and 5 being of lesser importance (bottom).   

Through analysis of the weighted percentages, the Applicant found that the opportunity that was 
most important to the respondents was the development of a Community Benefit Fund.   

This opportunity received the highest overall ranking with 27% of the total number of 
selections. Furthermore, the creation of jobs and skills in the area received the second-highest 
overall ranking with 25% of the total number of selections.   

Enhancing ecology, wildlife, and the landscape received 18% of the total number of selections, while 
supply chain engagement and procurement received 16% of the total number of selections.   

The opportunity that received the lowest priority from respondents was sustainability, with 14% of 
the total number of selections.  

Table 4.5 Statutory Consultation 1 - Q10 

Priority Opportunity Weighted percentage 

1 A Community Benefit Fund for community projects and 
groups 

27% 

2 Jobs and skills creation 25% 

3 Enhancing ecology, wildlife and the landscape 18% 

4 Supply chain engagement and procurement 16% 

5 Sustainability 14% 

 

Question 11: Please add any other ideas you have for MarramWind to leave a positive 
legacy.  

Of the seven responses to this question, three emphasised the need for tangible community benefits, 
such as leaving a natural legacy by creating diverse habitats, planting trees to encourage wildlife, 
and establishing quiet areas with paths for both people and nature (three mentions). Furthermore, 
one comment suggested creating a community benefit fund supported by a fee per megawatt 
produced, with the interest used to support local communities, particularly those most affected by 
the project (one mention). 

Additionally, two comments (two mentions) recommended focusing on education and skills 
development for young people, including creating scholarships for local high schools and organising 
trips to inspire students interested in renewable energy careers. One comment suggested organising 
site visits for locals and schools to foster community engagement and understanding (one mention). 
Other suggestions included ensuring remuneration or compensation for disruption (one mention) 
through measures such as cheaper electricity and infrastructure upgrades, and providing electricity 
discounts for affected communities (one mention).  

Concerns raised included objections to the project (one mention) and the general impact of 
construction (one mention), with one respondent expressing frustration about the perceived 
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inconvenience and disruption caused by the development. Another respondent called for 
opportunities to enhance habitats and biodiversity, such as through sympathetic tree planting to 
benefit local flora and fauna (one mention). 

Table 4.6 Statutory Consultation 1 - Q11 

Code Frequency 

Recommendation for benefits and opportunities 3 

Recommendation for education/skills development for young people 2 

Objection to project 1 

Concern about construction (general) 1 

Support for benefits and opportunities 1 

Recommendation for site visits for local people/schools 1 

Recommendation for enhancing habitats and biodiversity 1 

Recommendation for remuneration/compensation for disruption 1 

Recommendation for electricity discount 1 
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4.6.5 Understanding of the project 

Question 12: Based on the information presented in this consultation, how would you 
describe your understanding of the MarramWind Project at this early stage of its 
development? 

A total of three respondents (17%) rated their understanding as very good and nine (50%) as good.   

Additionally, five respondents (28%) highlighted they had a fair understanding of the project.   

On the other hand, one individual (6%) Reported a poor understanding, and no respondents selected 
very poor.  

Plate 4.7 Statutory Consultation 1 - Q12 
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4.6.6 7About you 

Question 13: How did you hear about the MarramWind Offshore Wind farm consultation?”. 

A total of 19 respondents provided an answer to this question.  

Most respondents heard about the consultation through word of mouth, which was selected by nine 
respondents (47%).   

Three respondents (16%) heard about the consultation through the MarramWind project website.  

Additionally, another three respondents (16%) heard through the local newspaper advert/notice and 
two respondents (11%) heard through a flyer. 

Two respondents (11%) selected “other” and indicated that they heard through an email from Brown 
& May Marine Ltd, the commercial fisheries liaison consultant for the project. No respondents 
selected Radio. 

Plate 4.8: Statutory Consultation 1 - Q13 
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Question 14: Where do you live? 

The analysis showed that the majority of respondents (12 responses, 7%) lived in Longside, but 
there was one person from Boddam, Flushing and Peterhead respectively (6% each).  

Three respondents (17%) selected “other” and indicated via a follow-up question that they lived in 
Strichen, Toddlehill and Glendaveny, respectively. 

Plate 4.9 Statutory Consultation 1 - Q14 
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Question 15:  Please tick the following, as appropriate to your status.  

19 respondents answered this question, with the ability to select multiple options. As a result, 73 
selections were made, and the percentages presented are based on this total. 

The majority of respondents, 17 individuals (67%), identified as local residents, making this the most 
frequently chosen category. 

Additionally, the second and third most common choices showed that 12% of respondents were 
landowners, while 11% expressed interest in supply chain opportunities. Furthermore, 4% of the 
total selections reflected an interest in the energy sector. 

Lastly, local business owners and members of the fishing community each accounted for 3% of the 
total responses. 

Plate 4.10 Statutory Consultation 1 - Q15 
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4.7 Applicant’s Response to feedback 

Topic Nature of comment The Applicant’s response 

Planning for the 
future 

MarramWind should consider 
future projects during 
construction and potential 
extensions to the windfarm to 
minimise disruption.  

We are committed to minimising disruption and planning for the long-term, and it is important to balance 

this with the practicalities of the current project. Building out the onshore substation to accommodate a 

potential, but currently undefined, future expansion of the windfarm presents significant challenges. It 

could lead to unnecessary upfront costs and environmental effects, without a guarantee that such an 

expansion will ever occur.  We will, however, design the onshore substation with flexibility in mind, within 

the constraints of the site, to allow for potential upgrades or modifications in the future. We also remain 

committed to engaging with stakeholders and communities throughout the project's lifecycle and will keep 

potential future developments in consideration as we progress.  In the offshore environment, the 

MarramWind wind turbine site is 684 km2, which is large enough to accommodate up to 3GW of wind 

turbine capacity. We are seeking consent to optimise this capacity and the EIA process looks at the 

maximum effect that MarramWind could have. Given other seabed users in the vicinity and the limits of 

the lease and grid, it is highly unlikely we would seek to extend MarramWind beyond its current 

boundaries.  

Working with 
other developers 

 

Consider sharing cable 
corridors with other 
developers at landfall  

We are actively engaged in collaborative discussions with other developers through the Peterhead 

Developers Forum. This allows us to exchange information and explore opportunities for cooperation. We 

are committed to open communication and will continue to work with other developers to identify potential 

synergies and optimise the project infrastructure development process while ensuring the technical 

viability and integrity of each project.  

We acknowledge the potential benefits of sharing cable corridors with other developers, but it presents 

significant challenges due to varying timelines and technical requirements, e.g. subsea cables require 

adequate spacing for operational maintenance and there are also regulatory restrictions that can impose 

cable separation requirements  
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Request for greater 
collaboration between 
developers delivering local 
energy projects to work 
together and understand 
interfaces between projects.  

Through the Peterhead Developers Forum, we continue to meet regularly with other energy developers in 

the area to discuss current plans and consider opportunities where we can work together as a collective 

to coordinate development.   

Due to a variety of factors, the pace at which each energy development progresses differs from project to 

project, and this poses significant challenges to coordination. However, some energy projects’ plans in 

the Peterhead area are becoming more defined as they progress through the development phase. Where 

potential overlaps in proposed infrastructure are emerging, we are initiating discussions with these 

developers so that plans are taken forward sensitively and to ensure potential impacts on the surrounding 

communities and environment are minimised as much as possible.  

Your key landfall 
concerns 

The key topics stakeholders 
highlighted that MarramWind 
should consider in selecting a 
landfall are:  

• Seascape, landscape 
and visual 
considerations  

• Environmental 
protection  

• Construction methods 
and installation  

• Intertidal wildlife, 
including birds  

Seascape, landscape and visual considerations are extremely important; the effects from the project on 

these is to be minimised where possible. Scotstown Beach and Lunderton are located within the North-

east Aberdeenshire Coast Special Landscape Area. However, the lasting visual effect of the project at 

landfall will be negligible, as the onshore and offshore cables and transition joint bays (where the two 

cable types meet) will be underground and the ground above them reinstated.  Sandford Bay is partially 

within the Buchan Ness to Collieston Coast Special Protection Area. This has been a major factor in the 

decision to exclude Sandford Bay.  All sites are considered relatively challenging for construction and 

installation. However, Sandford Bay is considered the weakest option in this regard.  

Cable effects on 
rural areas 

Concern was raised about the 
effect of onshore cable routes 
on rural areas such as 
Longside.  

The onshore cables will be installed underground, no pylons will be required and overhead lines. The 

temporary construction footprint will be kept to a minimum and on completion of cable installation, the 

haul road and any construction compounds will be removed, and the cable corridor will be reinstated.  
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Substation 
design 

The substation should be built 
as low as possible and be 
sympathetic to its 
surroundings  

The minimisation of landscape and visual effects is being pursued through various mitigation techniques 

involving landscape and architectural strategies. Ensuring that the development components are 

minimised will be a key approach.  

Your key 
onshore 
concerns 

The key topics stakeholders 
highlighted that MarramWind 
should consider in siting 
onshore infrastructure are:  

• Landscape and visual 
considerations  

• Environmental 
protection  

• Construction methods 
and installation  

• Traffic and transport  

  

An assessment was undertaken that incorporated, amongst others, the environmental topics listed as key 

aspects by stakeholders during our first round of statutory consultation. The two preferred onshore 

substation sites, B and C, are the best performing sites in all of the categories (as well as the best 

performing sites overall). Under the key themes identified by stakeholders, options B and C were 

considered the best performing sites over the other site options, as detailed below: :Landscape and 

visual considerations :The locations of Options B and C minimise the number of properties in proximity 

to the sites, in addition, because of the range of development and industrial influences along the A950 

corridor they offer a better fit with the existing landscape and visual context than is found at any of the 

other site options. Furthermore, the sites offer the best potential for screening views of the substation.   

Environmental protection  

Options B and C have both been assessed to have a limited potential to effect protected species and 

habitats and provide the best opportunities for enhancing surrounding habitats and increasing their 

ecological value.   

Construction methods and installation  

Both options B and C provide sufficient space for the construction of the substation, with the sites both 

having suitable ground conditions and topography. Due to their location, the distance over which the 

onshore cables need to be installed is also kept to a minimum.   

Traffic and transport  

Options B and C and have good access for construction traffic, with Option B located adjacent to the 

A950 and Option C only a short distance from the A90 via local roads. The sites are located further to the 
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east and therefore closer to the A90, reducing the distance construction traffic will be required to travel on 

the local road network from the A90.  

Health 
considerations 

 

Concern was raised about the 
effect of Substation Site D on 
health for those that live in 
Blackhills.  

Substation Site D has been discounted with substation options B and C now being taken forward for 

further assessment to identify a preferred onshore substation that provides sufficient space for its 

construction and operation. The project substation will be constructed and operated in accordance with 

relevant health and safety legislation and consequently to avoid significant adverse effects on human 

health.  

Concern about the effect of 
living within a large industrial 
area on health and wellbeing.  

We are making every effort to ensure that the onshore infrastructure is designed, constructed and 

operated sensitively, minimising any potential effects on health and wellbeing. In addition, we are 

exploring opportunities to improve and encourage, for example, biodiversity and strengthen existing 

nature networks with associated benefits for wellbeing.  

Protecting and 
enhancing 
marine 
environment 

The importance of protecting 
and respecting marine life and 
habitats. Disturbed areas 
should be left in a better 
condition than before.  

MarramWind is developing a Nature Positive Plan (NPP) that sets out how we intend to measure, monitor 

and enhance biodiversity. This will enable the project to achieve its biodiversity targets and meet the 

biodiversity requirements. The NPP will be submitted as part of our applications and therefore 

commitments will be secured through the consenting process in the same way as any mitigation and 

compensation measures  

Surveying crabs 
and lobsters 

A request was made for a 
survey on brown crabs and 
lobsters before and after the 
offshore cable is installed.  

To inform the EIA, a survey of marine life on the seabed was undertaken in 2023 across the wind turbine 

site and along the offshore cable corridor. Burrows characteristic of the Norway lobster were identified. 

The survey did not identify brown crab or European lobster. However, this does not indicate these 

species are not present so we are working with commercial fisheries to understand marine areas, 

particularly in the nearshore environment that are targeted for these species. Any potential requirement to 

undertake species-specific surveys at the pre-construction or post-construction stage of the project will be 

subject to advice from the Marine Directorate and NatureScot and consent conditions.  
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Landscape and 
visual 
considerations  

 

Concern was raised about the 
visual effects from key 
viewpoints.  

The wind turbines will be located a minimum of 75km offshore. Even with their maximum blade tip height 

of up to 354m, on a clear day they will be barely visible on the horizon due to the limit of the naked eye 

and the curvature of the Earth. With cloud cover, this visibility will be even further reduced.  

Concern was raised that 
substation sites C, D and E 
are too remote and rural – a 
large substation in those 
locations would greatly 
exceed that of agricultural 
vernacular and would 
therefore be an eyesore in the 
local landscape.  

Substation options D and E have a ‘remote’ character being some distance from the A950 corridor, within 

a rural setting, away from other development. Part of option E contains areas of woodland and option D is 

located between the wooded river corridors and valleys of East Den and West Den that would be less 

able to accommodate the substation. However, options D and E are not being taken forward.  

The northern part of substation site C is closer to the urban influences of Peterhead and the A950 

indicating some reduced sensitivity. It is also however acknowledged that the southern part of substation 

option C (around the Hillhead of Cocklaw) is elevated and visible from a wide area. 

Protecting and 
enhancing 
marine 
environment 

Leave local habitats, flora, 
fauna and landscapes in a 
better condition than they 
currently are to encourage 
greater biodiversity.  

An ecological desk study and a programme of baseline surveys for habitats, protected species and birds 

have been undertaken across a two-year period, helping to avoid and where necessary mitigate effects to 

features of biodiversity and conservation, as well as identifying opportunities for ecological enhancement. 

These enhancement opportunities will be used to inform the development of MarramWind’s NPP, which 

will identify a suite of measures to improve and encourage biodiversity and strengthen existing nature 

networks.  

Onshore water 
environment 
considerations 

 

Concern about the damage to 
drinking water taken from 
wells.  

We have identified private water supplies (including springs and wells) based on information from 

Aberdeenshire Council and questionnaires completed by water supply owners. This information is being 

taken into consideration during the ongoing site selection process to help minimise any potential effects. 

The project will also comply with industry good practice for pollution.  

Concern about field drainage 
and damage to water courses  

Care will be taken to ensure that existing field drainage regimes are not affected by the project, and field 

drainage systems will be maintained during construction and reinstated on completion. We have made 
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such commitments as part of environmental mitigation measures and will continue to do so as part of our 

ongoing water environment assessments.  

Traffic and 
transport 
considerations 

 

Preference for substation site 
D as it has good access to 
transport and will keep traffic 
out of local villages. However, 
there was also concern about 
the effect of Site D on its 
effect on local traffic in 
Blackhills.  

Substation option D has now been discounted, with options B and C instead identified as potential sites 

to accommodate the onshore substation.   

Site B has been chosen as it is located adjacent to the A950, which in turn can be accessed from the A90 

via the Howe of Buchan Roundabout. The A950 passes through a generally rural area, is of a good 

standard and is considered able to accommodate construction traffic.   

Site C is located adjacent to the unclassified road which links the A90 with Kinmundy. The road is rural in 

nature, supports two-way operation and interchanges with the A90 via a large priority junction. The form 

of the unclassified road is considered able to accommodate the construction traffic.  

Both sites are located within 3km of the A90 which forms part of the trunk road network and provides a 

bypass around Peterhead. The location of the sites will support an access strategy which promotes 

access from the east to minimise the temporary effect of construction traffic on local communities 

including Blackhills.  

Concern about the 
inconvenience caused by 
construction.  

A detailed Construction Traffic Management Plan will be prepared in consultation with Aberdeenshire 

Council, with this supporting the implementation of measures to mitigate the temporary effects from 

construction traffic, particularly during the morning and evening peak periods. Measures will include:  

• specifying acceptable construction traffic access routes,  

• identifying any times HGV deliveries will be required to avoid,  

• management of deliveries via a booking system to avoid vehicles arriving in convoy,  

• providing a suitably sized storage area onsite to support the stockpiling of materials and reducing 

the number of deliveries, where possible,  

• providing access arrangements to minimise vehicle delays; and  

• car sharing to reduce employee vehicles.  
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Noise effects Concern about the noise from 
the finished substations on 
local house prices and the 
quality of life for local 
residents.  

A noise and vibration assessment will be prepared to accompany the EIA and will consider the potential 

noise and vibration effects associated with the construction and operational phases of MarramWind. The 

assessment will draw on the results of background noise surveys carried out at sensitive locations in 

proximity to the proposed onshore substation. Any potential effects that could have a significant effect on 

sensitive locations will be evaluated within the EIA Report.   

Furthermore, noise limits will be agreed with Aberdeenshire Council. The proposed development would 

be required to meet these noise limits and, where necessary, appropriate mitigation measures will be 

implemented to ensure these limits are met.   

Climate 
considerations 

 

Concern that developers have 
no interest in reducing climate 
change and are only 
interested in making money 
for themselves and their 
investors, many of whom are 
not from Scotland.  

  

ScottishPower and Shell are committed to tackling climate change. Shell has set an organisation target to 

become a net-zero emissions energy business by 2050 and Iberdrola, ScottishPower’s parent company, 

has set a similar target for 2040. Both companies are making significant investment in renewable energy 

and low carbon projects, which includes offshore windfarms such as MarramWind.   

MarramWind Offshore Windfarm is expected to generate enough electricity to power the equivalent of 

more than 3.5 million homes. This will help support the reduction in carbon intensity of the UK energy 

system, as well as enhancing the UK’s drive for energy security and green energy independence.  

Scepticism about our ability to 
influence the earth’s climate 
and the amount of money 
being spent to meet Net Zero 
targets in proportion to the 
global percentage of 
Scotland’s CO2 emissions.  

Carbon emissions in the atmosphere have a global effect. Although when viewed on a global scale the 

benefits of individual projects may appear minor, the renewable energy produced by the windfarm will 

support the reduction in carbon intensity of UK energy and therefore will support UK and global efforts to 

reduce CO2 emissions.  

Construction 
considerations 

Feedback that Construction 
methods and installation 
should be efficient and limit 

We understand the importance of minimising disruption during the construction phase. We are committed 

to utilising efficient construction methods and best practices to streamline the process and reduce any 

potential effects on the local community and environment. This includes:  
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 disruption during 
construction.  

careful planning and scheduling: We will develop a detailed construction plan that optimises the 

sequence of activities, minimises construction traffic, and avoids peak times where possible,  

use of modern construction techniques: We will explore the use of innovative and efficient 

construction methods, such as prefabrication and modular construction, to reduce on-site construction 

time and minimise disruption; and  

effective communication and engagement: We will maintain open lines of communication with local 

communities and stakeholders throughout the construction process, providing regular updates on 

progress and addressing any concerns promptly.  

Concern about the number of 
companies involved in the 
development and the 
perceived detachment of the 
project infrastructure. A 
suggestion was made that the 
public should have been 
presented with a completed 
plan at consultation.  

  

We understand the concerns raised about the number of companies involved and the perceived 

fragmentation of the project infrastructure. While the various elements are interconnected, they often 

require specialised expertise, necessitating collaboration with different contractors. However, a 

comprehensive plan is in place to coordinate these various contractors during the construction phase, 

and to ensure our compliance with relevant regulations and legislation for construction, design and 

management.  

MarramWind will implement a robust Project Management System to oversee all aspects of construction. 

This system will ensure clear communication, coordination, and scheduling among all contractors, 

minimising disruption and ensuring the efficient and timely completion of the onshore infrastructure. We 

are committed to engaging with stakeholders throughout the construction process, providing regular 

updates and addressing concerns as they arise. A final project design will be presented to stakeholders in 

2025 before submitting our planning applications to Aberdeenshire Council and the Marine Directorate. 

This will have followed the two rounds of statutory consultation we have held in 2024 which presented our 

proposals at early stages in the development process. We value stakeholder feedback and have used 

this to refine our project design. Presenting a completed project plan at consultation would have limited 

how much of our design stakeholders could influence.  

Brownfield sites A suggestion to use 
brownfield sites for the 

We appreciate concerns about minimising effects on the countryside. The use of brownfield sites was 

carefully considered during the initial site selection process. As part of our comprehensive assessment, 
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infrastructure, rather than the 
countryside.  

we evaluated various factors, including environmental effects and technical feasibility. While no suitable 

brownfield sites were identified within the optimal search area near the grid connection point, we remain 

committed to minimising the footprint of the onshore substation and implementing measures to mitigate 

environmental effects.  

Benefits and 
opportunities 

 

A suggestion to create a 
scholarship for local high 
schools e.g. 
Mintlaw/Peterhead  

It is important for us that local communities to MarramWind see benefits from the project. One of these 

will be the jobs created during construction and operation. Therefore, we are committed to working with 

education institutions to provide support to learn about STEM subjects, and to highlight career 

opportunities created by MarramWind. We are exploring a range of ways to do this and will consider 

scholarships.  

A request for cheaper 
electricity and upgrades to 
roads and drains.  

The ability to deliver cheaper electricity from MarramWind to local communities would be dependent on 

us entering into an agreement with an energy utility who could develop and run an appropriate community 

energy tariff. We have not yet developed detailed plans for how we will sell the electricity generated by 

MarramWind.  

We would seek to minimise effects of vehicle traffic by using temporary access roads. However, there 

may be a requirement to improve local road infrastructure to make it suitable for our works vehicles. Any 

upgrades to local roads would be agreed with the local authority.  

A suggestion for a windfarm 
fund to be created with a fee 
for every MW produced, and 
that only the interest can be 
spent in the first five years.  

We will explore a range of options for how we design and operate our Community Benefit Fund. The fund 

will align with best practice guidance and in support of local planning policies, but we will also seek input 

from stakeholders on how we design and administer the fund.  

A suggestion was made that 
the Community Benefit Fund 

As the project progresses, we will be seeking views on how our Community Benefit Fund can be 

designed to deliver the greatest positive and lasting benefits. Community Benefit Funds are widely used 

in the renewable energy industry and are not intended to compensate for any potential effects from 
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should prioritise affected 
communities  

MarramWind. Rather, it will be used to create a positive legacy and will help local communities benefit 

directly from opportunities created by the project.  

A recommendation was made 
to use local suppliers during 
construction.  

MarramWind presents opportunities for companies across the energy supply chain, including local 

suppliers. We have outlined our intent to use Scottish suppliers within the MarramWind Supply Chain 

Development Statement, which includes commitments to spend around £4.6 billion within the Scottish 

supply chain but an ambition to spend approximately £6.5bn. Our commitments and ambitions depend on 

the capability and capacity of the Scottish offshore wind supply chain to provide goods and services.  The 

opportunities for local companies are broad and varied, but some of the larger opportunities may include 

the building and assembly of the infrastructure components and supporting the operations and 

maintenance of the windfarm when constructed. We intend to promote contract opportunities via the 

MarramWind website and would encourage potential suppliers to register interest via our supply chain 

portal at www.marramwind.co.uk  

Remuneration 
considerations 

A suggestion to provide 
remuneration as a part of any 
agreement with residents who 
are affected by the 
substation/general works  

Our priority for the design of MarramWind’s onshore infrastructure will be to avoid adverse effects as 

much as possible. Direct financial remuneration would occur where the project is seeking to purchase 

land or use land for the onshore infrastructure.  

Fisheries Concern about the impact of 
the development on fishing 
practices. This included 
navigation safety for fishers, 
potential impacts on herring 
spawning grounds caused by 
disturbance to gravel, loss of 
fishing grounds and the 
impact of seabed 
infrastructure. 

The Applicant is committed to maintaining regular engagement with fishers and their representative 

bodies throughout the development process. This engagement will continue to include dedicated fisheries 

meetings as part of statutory consultation events. The issues raised by fishers will continue to be 

acknowledged and incorporated into the iterative design process of the project. Other concerns that 

extend beyond the development stage will also be considered, and dialogue with the sector will continue 

if the Project secures consent. 

http://www.marramwind.co.uk/
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Promotion of 
consultations  

A request for more formal 
promotion of future 
consultations, with concern 
raised that key areas did not 
receive notice about the 
consultation  

Giving stakeholders the opportunity to comment on our proposals is incredibly important to us, and we 

are keen to ensure everyone knows about their opportunity to provide feedback. During our first round of 

statutory stakeholder consultation, we undertook a promotional campaign in the run up to and during the 

consultation period. This went above statutory minimum requirements and included:  

• a series of adverts and Notices placed in the Buchan Observer and Press & Journal in the weeks 

leading up to consultation launch and the events,  

• digital adverts on the Buchan Observer’s website,  

• notifications via the MarramWind website and social media channels,  

• a radio advert running for two weeks on the local radio station, Original 106,  

• posters displayed in local public buildings,  

• emails and letters issued to statutory and non-statutory stakeholders and key community 

representatives including Community Councils, Councillors, MPs and MSPs; and  

• a leaflet hand-delivered to over 12,000 properties within and neighbouring the project boundary.  

We have adopted the same approach to promoting the second round of consultation as previously 

undertaken, including the use of Royal Mail to deliver leaflets to ensure delivery.  



 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 


