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6.3 Maps 
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6.5 Applicant’s Response to Feedback received  

Topic Nature of comment The Applicant’s response 

Offshore 
Infrastructure 

Asked why the onshore substation cannot be 
kept offshore as well. 
 

Offshore-generated power must come onshore to meet demand. The 
onshore grid connection location was determined by the National Electricity 
System Operator (NESO) through its Holistic Network Design study, which 
identified the most efficient and cost-effective grid entry points for offshore 
wind developers. Offshore HVDC interconnectors will then route power from 
Peterhead to North Yorkshire and Lincolnshire, removing the need for 
extensive onshore infrastructure to be built. 

Benefits and 
Opportunities  

Concern that post construction, the project will 
create minimal jobs and community benefit long 
term. 
 

The Applicant is committed to ensuring that the wind farm delivers long-term 
value to the North East of Scotland and the wider UK. The growth of offshore 
wind will create new career opportunities for those entering the job market or 
pursuing a new career, especially for those transitioning from oil and gas. We 
are actively working with educational institutions to promote STEM subjects 
and raise awareness of offshore wind careers. We also plan to expand our 
support for initiatives like the National Energy Skills Accelerator and explore 
partnerships to offer re-skilling and training opportunities for local residents. 

Suggestion that local people should be offered 
the chance to re-skill or train in order to gain 
employment in the construction or operating 
phase. Partnerships should be entertained 
sooner rather than later. 

We recognise the importance of early engagement with education and skills 
providers to help ensure that communities can benefit from the long-term 
opportunities the project may bring. 
 
As part of our commitment to delivering local value, we have signed an MoU 
with the National Energy Skills Accelerator and are exploring partnerships 
with skills and education institutions to identify relevant pathways. We agree 
that these partnerships should be developed early, and we are actively 
working to establish connections that will support workforce readiness ahead 
of the project’s delivery phase. 
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Topic Nature of comment The Applicant’s response 

 
Request that MarramWind work with the 
neighbourhood board and Port Authority 

The Applicant is committed to building strong relationships with local 
organisations and stakeholders to ensure the project is developed in a way 
that reflects community priorities and supports regional infrastructure. 
 
We will continue to engage with key local bodies to explore opportunities for 
collaboration throughout the planning, construction, and operational phases 
of the project. Early and ongoing dialogue will be essential to identifying 
shared goals and ensuring that local expertise informs decision-making. 

Construction  Concern that the roads surrounding the 
substation cannot handle construction traffic. 
 

We understand concerns about the capacity of local roads to accommodate 
construction traffic associated with the proposed onshore substations. A 
detailed Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP) will be developed in 
consultation with Aberdeenshire Council. This plan will outline measures to 
mitigate temporary traffic impacts, particularly during peak morning and 
evening periods. 
 
These measures will include: 
 

• Designating acceptable access routes for construction traffic; 

• Identifying restricted time windows for HGV deliveries to avoid peak 

traffic periods; 

• Implementing a delivery booking system to prevent convoy arrivals; 

• Providing a suitably sized on-site storage area to reduce delivery 

frequency through material stockpiling; 

• Establishing access arrangements to minimise delays and disruption; 

and 

• Encouraging car sharing among construction workers to reduce the 

number of employee vehicles. 
 
 

Request that infrastructure is built on wasteland, 
turning something useless into something 
beneficial. Request not to destroy farmland. 
 

As part of our comprehensive site selection process, we carefully assessed a 
range of factors, including environmental impact, land use, and technical 
feasibility. We understand the importance of preserving productive farmland 
and share the community’s interest in making use of underutilised land 
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Topic Nature of comment The Applicant’s response 

where possible. Accordingly, we remain committed to minimising the footprint 
of the onshore substations and implementing robust mitigation measures to 
reduce environmental effects, including any potential impact on farmland. 

Landscape and visual  Concern that 30m high buildings and 40+ acres 
of infrastructure will damage the landscape. 
 

The Applicant is undertaking a full landscape and visual impact assessment, 
with input from experienced landscape architects who have helped guide 
both site selection and design. 
 
The proposed onshore substation site location has been chosen to minimise 
proximity to residential properties. In addition, the A950 corridor—
characterised by a mix of development and industrial features—offers a more 
compatible setting for the infrastructure compared to other site options. 
 
Importantly, the site also presents strong potential for visual screening. A 
detailed viewpoint analysis has been carried out to inform design decisions 
aimed at avoiding or reducing landscape and visual effects. As part of our 
mitigation strategy, we will implement a landscape masterplan that includes 
native planting to screen the development. This will not only help integrate 
the onshore substations into the surrounding environment but also enhance 
local biodiversity and landscape character over time. 
 
Architectural techniques will also be employed to ensure the onshore 
substations’ appearance complements their surroundings, through careful 
selection of colour, materials, and detailing. These design choices aim to 
present a coordinated, high-quality visual response that reflects the project's 
modern and responsible approach. 

Concern that the development is large and 
intrusive. Concern about the noise generated by 
the onshore infrastructure. Request for serious 
effort to mitigate the impact on local amenity. 
 

During the construction and decommissioning stages of the Project, activities 
such as excavation and construction traffic may generate noise and 
vibration. These phases will be relatively short-term, and the Applicant will 
implement appropriate mitigation measures through a Construction 
Environmental Management Plan to minimise disruption. 
 
In addition, we are undertaking a detailed landscape and visual impact 
assessment to understand and address potential effects on local amenity. As 
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Topic Nature of comment The Applicant’s response 

part of our commitment to reducing visual impact, we are exploring the use of 
tree planting and other natural screening methods to help integrate the 
onshore substations into the surrounding environment. Strategically placed 
vegetation can create a green buffer that softens views and enhances the 
landscape over time. 

Concern about the cumulative impacts of 
substations and Battery Energy Storage Sites 
(BESS) sites. Asked if the accumulated effects 
are being considered. 
 

The Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for the Project will include a 
thorough evaluation of cumulative effects, considering other existing and 
proposed infrastructure projects in the area. 
 
In line with best practice, the Applicant is applying the ‘mitigation hierarchy’ 
to address potential environmental impacts in a structured and responsible 
way—starting with avoidance, followed by prevention, reduction/mitigation, 
and, where necessary, offsetting. These embedded mitigation measures are 
being integrated into the project design and will be detailed in a 
Commitments Register, which will accompany the consenting applications. 

Fishing Concerns about how the cables might affect 
lobster, velvet crab and brown crab fishing with 
cables coming ashore around Peterhead. 
 

The EIA will evaluate potential effects on marine species along the offshore 
cable corridor, including habitat disturbance, sediment release, and 
electromagnetic fields. We are engaging with fishing groups to understand 
concerns and will develop a Fisheries Mitigation, Monitoring and 
Communication Plan (FMMCP) to guide monitoring and mitigation efforts. 
This plan will be informed by data from vessel tracking, guard vessel 
observations, and stakeholder input. 

Concern that the project will disturb the seabed 
and pollute the waters. 
 

The mooring and anchoring systems for MarramWind are being carefully 
selected to minimise environmental impact. These systems will comply with 
all relevant regulations, including those related to navigational safety, and will 
take into account potential effects on the seabed and marine ecosystems. 
 
Prior to the installation of offshore cables, the seabed will be surveyed and 
prepared to remove obstacles such as debris and boulders. Wherever 
feasible, cables will be buried 1–2 metres beneath the seabed using 
specialised cable-laying vessels. This approach helps to minimise disruption 
to marine habitats. 
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Topic Nature of comment The Applicant’s response 

The Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) will also consider alternative 
methods, such as rock placement in nearshore areas, where burial may not 
be suitable. These options will be discussed further with fishing groups and 
other stakeholders during the design phase to ensure that local knowledge 
and concerns are fully considered. 

Request that landing data be collected before 
and after cables are laid to see if there is any 
effect on fishery. 

To ensure a thorough understanding of commercial fishing activity in the 
region, MarramWind has maintained structured and ongoing engagement 
with the fishing industry. This includes meetings with the Scottish 
Fishermen’s Federation (SFF), the Scottish Pelagic Fishermen’s Association 
(SPFA), and individual inshore fishers. These discussions have provided 
valuable insights into productive fishing grounds for scalloping, lobster 
potting, and trawling for white fish and prawns. Stakeholders have also 
raised specific interest in the potential influence of electromagnetic fields 
(EMF) from buried subsea cables on crustacean distribution. 
 
To support continued collaboration and address potential impacts, a 
Fisheries Mitigation, Monitoring and Communication Plan (FMMCP) will be 
developed and submitted alongside the Application for Consent. This plan 
will outline the approach to monitoring and mitigating potential effects on 
commercial fisheries from both the export cable and the offshore wind farm. 
 
The FMMCP will include: 
 

• Monitoring of fisheries landing statistics; 

• Analysis of Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) data; 

• Incorporation of inshore VMS (iVMS) data as it becomes available 

across Scottish vessels; 

• Records of observation from Guard Vessels, where available; 

• Information gathered by the Fisheries Liaison Officer; 

• Additional data sources identified through the Environmental Impact 

Assessment (EIA) process. 
 
The impact assessment will inform the development of further mitigation 
measures to reduce potential effects on the fishing sector. The FMMCP will 
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Topic Nature of comment The Applicant’s response 

be prepared in close consultation with industry representatives, including the 
SFF, the Scottish White Fish Producers Association (SWFPA), and the 
SPFA, to ensure that industry perspectives are fully considered. 
 
Any requirement for species-specific surveys—before or after construction—
will be guided by advice from the Marine Directorate and NatureScot, and 
may be included as part of the consent conditions. 

Concern that the seabed will be disturbed and 
may impact shellfish populations and fishery 
activity and request to survey shellfish beds. 

MarramWind recognises the need for robust data to monitor potential 
cumulative effects on shellfish stocks and catch rates. To understand more 
about the potential impact of subsea cables on shellfish populations, the 
Applicant has commissioned a strategic creel study focused on the 
Peterhead nearshore area. The aim of the study is to establish a high-
resolution baseline of crab and lobster fisheries to provide a credible 
evidence base for future assessments of potential impacts of offshore wind 
on inshore fisheries activity. 
  
We will look to engage other developers and local fisheries groups to shape 
the survey design, identify priority grounds, participate in data collection, and 
validate results. This ensures local knowledge directly informs the process. 
MarramWind is committed to transparency, with regular updates, feedback 
opportunities, and joint review sessions so fishers can see their input 
reflected in outcomes. 

Wildlife and Habitats Concern that 40+ acres of land will permanently 
be lost due to the construction of the substation. 
Concern that wildlife will be affected. 

Over the past two years, the Applicant has undertaken a comprehensive 
ecological assessment, combining desk-based research with extensive field 
surveys. These include two years of breeding and wintering geese surveys, 
as well as data collection on protected species such as otters, water voles, 
bats, and fish habitats. 
 
Wherever possible, we will avoid areas identified as resting, roosting, 
commuting, or foraging sites for protected or notable species, and take into 
account sensitive seasonal periods to minimise disturbance. 
 
In addition, the Applicant has developed a Nature Positive Strategy (NPS), 
which outlines how biodiversity will be measured, monitored, and enhanced 
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Topic Nature of comment The Applicant’s response 

throughout the project. This strategy will inform the creation of a Nature 
Positive Plan (NPP), detailing the specific measures to be implemented, 
tracked, and reported across the project lifecycle. 

Statutory 
Consultation and 
Engagement 

Concern that residents near the proposed 
substation have not been contacted. 

Ensuring that all stakeholders have the opportunity to comment on our 
proposals is important to us and we are committed to making consultation 
accessible and visible to everyone. During each round of statutory 
consultation, we implemented comprehensive promotional campaigns that 
exceeded statutory requirements.  
 
This has included: 
 

• Adverts and public notices in the Buchan Observer and Press & Journal 

in the weeks leading up to the consultation launch and events; 

• Digital adverts on the Buchan Observer’s website; 

• Updates via the MarramWind website and social media channels; 

• A two-week radio advert on Original 106, the local radio station; 

• Posters displayed in local public buildings; 

• Emails and letters sent to statutory and non-statutory stakeholders, 

including Community Councils, Councilors, Members of Parliament (MP), 

and Members of the Scottish Parliament (MSP); 

Leaflets hand-delivered to properties within and neighbouring the 
project boundary. 

Concern that questions raised at previous 
consultations had not been answered at this one. 
Concern that this is a 'tickbox' exercise 

We are committed to meaningful engagement and transparency throughout 
the development of the Project. Following each round of statutory 
consultation, we have produced a “You Said, We Did” document to respond 
to the feedback received. Nearly 300 people from Aberdeenshire, 
representing a range of backgrounds and interests, participated and provided 
valuable input. This feedback has directly influenced project decisions, 
including the refinement of onshore substation site and landfall site 
selection—such as the decision to discount Sandford Bay as a landfall 
option. 
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Topic Nature of comment The Applicant’s response 

All feedback from our statutory consultation activities in 2024 and 2025 will 
be presented in a Pre-Application Consultation Report, covering both 
onshore and offshore elements of the project. This report will detail how 
stakeholder input has been considered and will be published as part of our 
consent application. 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 


